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which we were to pass, the Course of the great
River, and the direction we were to follow when
we reached it.

Above all, I placed our voyage under the protec-
tion of the Blessed Virgin Immaculate, promising
her that, if she granted us the favor of discovering
the great River, I would give it The Name of the
Conception, and that I would also make the first
Mission that I should establish among Those New
peoples, bear the same name. This I have actually
done, among the Ilinois.’®

SECTION 2ND. THE FATHER VISITS, IN PASSING, THE
TRIBES OF THE FOLLE AVOINE. WHAT THAT
FOLLE AVOINE IS. HE ENTERS THE BAY DES
PUANTS; SOME PARTICULARS ABOUT THAT BAY.

HE ARRIVES AMONG THE FIRE NATION.

WXTH all these precautions, we Joyfully Plied our
paddles on a portion of Lake huron, on That
of the Ilinois and on the bay des Puants.

The first Nation that we came to was That of the
folle avoine. I entered Their river, to go and visit
these peoples to whom we have preached The Gospel
for several years,—in consequence of which, there
are several good christians among Them.

The wild oat, whose name they bear because it is
found in their country, is a sort of grass, which
grows naturally in the small Rivers with muddy
bottoms, and in Swampy Places. It greatly resem-
bles the wild oats that Grow amid our wheat. The
ears grow upon hollow stems, jointed at Intervals;
they emerge from the Water about the month of
June, and continue growing until they rise About
two feet above it. The grain is not larger than That



